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The Prompter. 


NUM B. XX. 





To be Continued. TUESDAYS and FREDAYS, 











A Satyr’s Smile is fharper than his Frown. 


Duke of Bucks — Effay on Poetry. 





FRIDAY, JANUARY 17. 17335. 





was PERT Fellow, who was fent 

Ps with the following Letter, took 

— NGA upon him to infift on an Anfwer, 

WG% becaufe lie brought it from Lady 

(Her other Name my Pub- 

lifher has unluckily forgot) — 

i There is in it fo true a Tafte of 

the Town, that I am almoft of Opinion fhe is 

really a Perfon of Quality, notwith{tanding fome 

reafonable Doubts, which might arife from the Stile, 
and the Spelling. 








Mr. Prompter, 


“« Y Father, tho’ a ‘Fuftice of Peace, was a 
As Man of fine Senfe and good Humour, and 
<¢ wou’d laugh, among his Friends, at the feeble 
“< AGivity of fome bufier Incumbents of the Bench: 
« Of whom he wou’d fay, That if they were but 
«< gble to Think, iz the Spirit wherewith they Ac, 
< They wou'd ftir Lefs, to more Purpofe: For 
<< (fays He) Reformation mutt flow like a River ; 


an 


“ 


If it begins at the Zp, It will. eafily #ove down- 
& avards : 


— But, It wou’d be giving this Stream 
the Qualifications of a CRAB, to expect it fhou’d 
<¢ creep BACKWARDS. 

« ] pass few Days of my Life, without finding 
one Occafion or other to reflect on the Fuftne/s 
«“ of my Father’s Remark ; and have, therefore, 
<¢ Reafon to hope good Confequences from the 
< following fhort Poft/cript, which we have feen at 


“ the Foot of the Hay-market Advertifement for 
$© Opera. 


< N. B. Whereas an Abufe has been difcovered in 
“ admitting Perfous into the Footmens Gallery ; 
“ Notice is hereby given, that, for the Future, 


<¢ no Perfons out of Livery will be admitted 
“¢ into that Gallery. ° 


“ HERE, Mr. Prompter, Reformation begins 
“© High enough, in all Reafon ; and, fince it is fo 
“ natural an Inference, that it’s Effects will defcend, 
«¢ It cannot, I hope, be long, before they will be 
<¢ felt in the Boxes ; where, in my humble Opinion, 
“ no Footman {of what Quality foever) has more 
«© Right to obtrude Himfelf, than one of thofe 
© Taylors, or other unting’d Interlopers, can have, 
“© to be admitted in the Regions above us ; where 


c 


n 


n 


_ © it feems they took the Liberty of placing them- 


 felves, to the Exclufion of worthier Gentlemen, 
“ who were Regular Companions of the Order. 

** I AssURE you, Sir, we ftand more in need of 
<¢ fuch a Regulation, than you perhaps have ima- 
“ gined: And you will believe it, from this In- 
“ {tance, which I judge neceffary to lay before you. 
¢— I came in, at Drury-Lane Theatre, about the 
“« Middle of the fecond Act of a Play, by which 
“ Time, I took it for granted, that none of thofe 
*° dirty Fellows that are fent to keep Places woud 


“ be found, toward the Front of the Boxes : — 
“ But how fad/y was I miftaken!. There far Two 
“¢ of them, on a Bench juft before me, whofe thort 
“ Hair, round Heads, and fquare Shouldets, were 
“¢ as offenfive’ to my Delicacy, as a certain medi- 
“ tated Clumfinefs in their Behaviour ; for which 
“ they might have truffed to Nature. — I found 
“¢ my Pride under infirtire Agitation, at their uncivil 
“‘ Infenfibiliry of my Neighbourhood; For they 
“< woud fometimes. /o// forward, fometimes throw 
“ themfelves Sidelong ; fométithes fhoor our. a 
“ fhort Laugh ; and now.and then, half {mother 
“ an Oath, mutter out a Comtempt, or {well a Note 
“ of Admiration ; as Occafions offer’d on the Stage: 
« And all this they wou’d do, with a provoking 
“ Negligence of Every Body round them; and a 
“ moft aftonifbing Air, of Decifivenefs, and’ Self- 
“ fufficiency. . : 

« At laft, Iscou’d bear it no longer; but, with 
“<q Voice of. Refentment, demanded. to know, 
« WHat Lapy THEY sERVD? To which one of 
« them, tipping the Wink upon the other, made 
“ Anfwer, That they had, as yet, the Good-fortune 
“ to fuppofe them/felves their own Mafters: But 
“ the Danger of their Situation, fo near me, gave 
< "em Fears of an approaching Dependency. —You 
«¢ may be fure, that This zettled me, — I was. now 
“ ten Times Redder than before : I felc all the Fire 
< of my Heart in my Cheeks ; and told’em, down- 
“ right, and aloud, that they were a Couple 
“ Jmpudent Fellows, and ought tobe stRipP’D, for 
“ forgetting their Condition. | 

“ Bur, wow comes the Shock, Mr. Prompter; 
“and [ leave you to judge its Effet, when I have 
<< told you their Anfwer. Let us give way, cried 
“ One of them, (rifing to go). Let us give way, 
“© My Lorn, #0 the Indignation of this Lady; fhe 
“ is t00 Handfome, to have been much us'd toCon- 
“ tradiction. — I had rather, Str FRANCIS, -ré- 
“ plied the other, change my Drefs, than my Place; 
“ tf, by appearing what 1 am, I cou’d deferve the 
“ Diftinction of fitting fo near ber. 

“Now, for Heaven’s fake, put Peoplé in mind, 
that, if they wou’d be kwown for what they are, 
they fhou’d never affect to appear, wliat they ate 
not. —~ Fors Dace take me, if it has ever fallen 
to my Lot, to fee, above five or fix Perfons of 
Condition, whofe CLoaTus did not contribute to 
their Diftinc¥ion, a great deal more manifeftly 
than their CouNTENANCE. — Pray, put me in- 


to your Prompter, the firft Opportunity you have; 
“ and oblige, 
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Your blufbing Reader, 
FrpEL1A. 


The Letter, that follows, next; is from a Quaker : 
One, of that Tur#,; which is commonly diftinguifhed 
by the Epithet Dry. — In Return for the Pains 

He 








He has taken to fhew me his /7t, I fhall place him 
between two Fires, (that is, between two Theatres) 
— There, if He likes what is New, and Uscommozx, 
He may /ook round, and be fatisfied: while, on the 
other Side, by Way of Recompence for his Enter- 


tainment, The Honeft Simplicity he carries along 
with him, will be, altogether, as New and Uncom- 
mon, to the Politer Gaod Company, about him. 


Friend. Prompter, 


THOU mayeft have heard a proverbial Say- 
¢ ing, among Men of the World, where they 
“ wou'd confels their own Ignorance of an Argu- 
“¢ ment, for Lack of. an. Information thereupon, — 
“ and it is thus: — I kvow no more of the Matter, 
(they will fay) thanx a2 BROOMSTICK. 

« In Truth, if thou canft not, in fome Degree, 
« enlighten thy Readers, concerning the Foundatioz 
“ of this Saying, It may bring forth Suppofitions, 
« that there hath been manifeft Want of Wit, in 
« thy Family. 

« But, thou wilt take in good Part this jocu/ar 
€ Conception, from thy 


Friend, and Reader, 


Ebenezer Shun-button. 


I HAVE tdken Alarm, at this Letter, and fome 
others, infinuating Like Gueffes, to the Difreputa- 
tion of our Houfe: Infomuch that I perceive ic 
neceflary, in Imitation of a laudable Practice among 
Perfons of High Rawk, and Defcent, to emblazon 
my owz Eminence, by a Roll from the Heralds Of- 
ar making manifeft the Diftinction of my 4z- 
ceftors. 

I sHALL therefore find fome {peedy Occafion, 

to trace down my Pedigree, to my Perfon, who am 
the One Hundred and thirteenth, in a direct and 
unbroken Line, from the Teutomick Original of the 
Broomfticks. 
_ Ar prefent, It thall fuffice me, to confefs, in 
Contempt of the {neering Secfarian, Mr. Shun- 
button, (whofe Infinuation no Orthodox Believer 
cou’d have wanted Grace ,to be a/bam’d. of) that 
‘we have, at Jeaft, had Oze Great Man in our Fa- 
mily, who was xo wifer than He fhow'd be : — But, 
what is ftill more to our Honour, He was as Howeft, 
as if he had been /marter. 

HE was, however, a Broomftick but by Deriva- 
tion: For his Vigowr woud have given him no 
Title at all to the Character. — He /wept nothing 
out of his Houfe, but Kwowledge and Integrity : 
and fuffer’d it to be over-run with Filchers, and 
Flattery. — He had the sat ay the Kuack of fay- 
ing, to his upper Servants, You kuow beft — You 

know beft, — and fuppos’d himfelf Maffer, fo long, 
without Purpofe, or Participation, that at pum 
“He Drought fuch Odium, on the more 4éive Race 
He had {prung from, that it became a Proverb, 
_ when People wou'd exprefs their Contempt of an 
Infignificant Good-meaner, to fay, He knows no more 
of it, than 2 BROOMSTICK. 

Sucu Care.fhou’d Men take of their Condué, for 
the Sakes of their peeerity — Had All the De/cex- 
dants of our Great Founder. feez, like Him, with 
no Eyes but their ow#, and fuffer’d nothing to be 
done, in their Name, but what was really their 
Wifb, or their Purpofe, I, who live fo long after, 
in an Age fo unlike His, and fo unworthy of his 
Virtues, fhou’d have had no Occafion to blufh, at 
being put in mind, by this Milkfop of a Quaker, 


that there had been fo contemptible 2 Weakzefs, in 
my Family. 





To the Axthor of the Prompter. 


SiR, 


“ i WAS very much pleas’d with the Generofity 
<< of a miftaken Purpofe of yours; where, in 
¢ your 13th Paper, you are for opeing our Harle. 
< quin’s Mouth, — But, alas! He ought zever to 
“ Ypeak : fince his Tongue wants thofe Documents, 
“ to which his Heels have been Edxcated. — You 
“ have not perhaps heard, that His Underftanding 
“ was boru Deaf; But, you know, it is a natural 
*¢ Confequence, that It can never be taught Up. 
“¢ terance, with any Significance, or Articulation. 

“¢ For this very Reafon, it is, methinks, an Im. 
“¢ propriety worthy your Cenfure, that, notwithftand- 
“ ing our Harlequin is 44 Heel, yet he muft pag 


‘¢ for the Head of a Theatre. — It is not fo, with 
cc 


“ never moves, without Meaning, never fpeaks, 





his Elder Brother, of France; who, they fay, | 


“ without Wr, never looks, without Humour. — [f | 
“ fo, Mr. Prompter, Wit, HuMour, and Mean. | 
“ ING, are the Beft Pretenfions He cou’d have, to | 
“ be Paramount of a Company. — But; on our dumb — 
“ Stage, where mere Heels (that is, HEELS oNLy) | 
“¢ are uppermeft, Common Senfe, after having been 


“© chang’d to a Beaff, feems now to be thrown on 
“¢ her Back, and lies kicking up her Legs, in Con- 
© qulfions. 

“ ] aM, therefore, afraid, the Intelligence which 
* you lately receiv’d, of your SrRay’s Eetag found, 
“ in the Country, was a Piece of News, too good 
“ to be true.— Had the got out of London, ative, 
“© one might have Hopes of her appearing again, 
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“ when the Weather grows better. — But, alas! — 


“ Tt is Evident, to a Demonftration, that Thefe 
“ Theatrical Butchers have knock’d ber down, in 
“ their Slaughter-Houfe: And there, finding her 
“ Skin a little too tough for their Piercing, ‘They 
“ are Laying on, all their own Weight, and That 
“ of their Lumber, with Intention to /mother her, 
“ as fait as They are able. 


“ Tus being vifibly the Cafe, what a Providence | 


“ it is, that Thefe bloody-minded Over/ayers, ha 
g ee to be fo Light, in their Preffure ! — No 
« Doubt, fhe cou’d fling off her Load, very eafily; 
«< But, they tell me, fhe wou'd then be under ter- 
“¢ rible Apprehenfions, from certain Raw Cuwrrs, 


“ which have an unnatural kind of Bark, like the | 


“ Hi/s of a Serpent ; and woud go near to be hs 
<¢ wpon her, by fome over-keen Sport{men, who fol- 
“ low their Game, into the Boxes. 

“ Suc a Fear, I can affure you, is very fa 
“ from ill-grounded. — I have feen feveral Er- 


“ amples of their Worrying her : Some Few, too, | 
« [ have feen, of their Enduring her: — But I defy | 


“ any Man to point out a Time (within moderate 
«© Memory) when they Receiv’d her, with Hozom, 
< and Reverence. — Mosss indeed have fometimé 


« been #ir’d in her Favour, to introduce her with | 
“ Uproar, and Tumult: But Thefe, like the Grea} 
“ Surrounders of State Coaches, upon folemn Occs 
“ fions, hanging offenfively upon her Harzef5, et-| 


© creafe but the Weight of her Motion: furioully 
« retarding the Progrefs, to which they were callé 
“ to give Fertberance. I am, 


Your unknown Friend, 
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_Priated for T. Coorer, at the Globe in Pater nofter Row : 
| taken in, And where the former Numbers may be had. 


[ Price Two-Pence. | 
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